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• Increase understanding of population level data to 
drive action on social determinants of health and 
equity 

• Increase understanding of evidence informed 
strategies to address community priorities
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Part 1: 
Definitions of Health Equity
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What is health equity?

Assurance
of the conditions 

for optimal health 

for all people
Jones, Camara P. MD, MPH, PhD. Systems of Power, Axes of Inequity: Parallels, Intersections, 

Braiding the Strands. Medical Care 52():p S71-S75, October 2014. | DOI: 

/  

Achieving health 
equity requires:
1) valuing all 
individuals and 
populations equally
2) Recognizing and 
rectifying historical 
and contemporary 
injustices
3) Allocating resources 
according to need
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• Systems of power that determine how resources are allocated to socially 

defined populations

• Addressing SDoE requires

–Monitoring for inequities in exposures and opportunities, and disparities 
in outcomes

–Examination of structures, policies, practices, norms and values

–Intervention on societal structures and attention to systems of power

SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH EQUITY

Jones CP, Jones CY, Perry GS, Barclay G, Jones CA. Addressing the social determinants of children's health: A cliff analogy. Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved. 2009: 20(4) 1-12. 
Jones C. Presentation at CDC. https://minorityhealth.hhs.gov/Assets/pdf/Checked/1/CamaraJones.pdf.
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Recognizing Historical Injustice

CREDIT: MILWAUKEE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY CREDIT COURTESY OF MILWAUKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Source: https://www.wuwm.com/post/construction-milwaukees-freeways-asset-some-detrimental-others#stream/0
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Source: Lipsitz, G. "Swing Low, Sweet Cadillac": White Supremacy, Antiblack 
Racism, and the New Historicism, American Literary History , Winter, 1995, 
Vol. 7, No. 4 (Winter, 1995), pp. 700- 725 

RACISM IS LIKE A CADILLAC
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Part 2: 
Population Health Data for Action
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• County-level measures from more than 20 national and 
state data sources

• Most recently available data 

• Most data we use are public data available at no charge

• Reliable and valid measures 

About the data
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• Ra nks  a re  re la t ive

• Ra nks  c om m unic a t e  ord e r, 
not  s ize  of d iffe re nc e s

1 2 3

• Ra nks  d on’t  a lwa ys  
c a p t ure  p rogre s s
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Change? A county experienced health gains or losses

Other counties experienced health gains or losses: A 
county’s rank may also improve or worsen due to changes in 
other counties ranked just above or below. 

Random variation in measures: All measures experience 
some variation year-to-year and a change may be caused by 
random variation in the measures that comprise the rank.
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Data Underlying the Ranks
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Census Participation
Influences the distribution of 
power through government 
representation, allocation of 
resources, and public health 
planning.

Voter Turnout
Communities that vote 
more tend to be healthier, 
and healthier communities 
vote more.

Census Participation and Voter Turnout added as unranked, additional measures
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What Works? 

• Paid Family Leave
• Earned Income Tax Credits
• Child-Care Subsidies
• Flexible Work Scheduling





Drivers of Racial Wealth Inequity

Redlining Contract Sellers GI Bill

Colonization Chattel Slavery

Exclusionary Zoning Tax Code Credit Exclusion 

H
is

to
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C
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y

Lending Practices Employment 
Discrimination
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Toxic Narrative: Your gain 
is my loss – we live in a 
zero-sum game society

Narratives are collections of deeply rooted stories in our 
collective consciousness that transmit values and ideas about how 

the world works.

Transformative Narrative: In our 
community, we take care of each 
other. Our well-being is bound to 

each other, and we refuse to 
leave anyone behind.

Consider Narrative
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Contextualize Data with Stories

1. Stories spark curiosity and create empathy
2. Stories show how solutions can be implemented
3. Stories can shift focus from individuals to systems 

and structures
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1. Health is determined by multiple factors; clinical care is 

part of the solution.
2. Recognizing and rectifying past and contemporary 

injustice is key to advancing health equity.
3. Solutions exist and can be implemented.
4. Physicians and healthcare systems can use their power 

and influence to advance transformational change.

Summary Points
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Stay 
Connected

Fa c e b ook.c om / Count yHe a lt hRa nkings

Follow @ CHRa nkings

Sign up  for our ne ws le t t e r
Count yHe a lt hRa nkings .org/ s ub s c rib e

Linke d in .c om / c om p a ny/ c ount y-
he a lt h- ra nkings - roa d m a p s
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